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1. HE diftinguifhirg marks of a Methodif are not 

his opinions of any fort: His aflenting to this 
or that fcheme of religion, his embracing any particu- 
lar fet of notions, his efpoufing the judgment of one 
man or of another, are all quite wide of the point. 
Whofoever, therefore, imagines, that a Methodif is a 
man of fuch or fuch an opinion, is groisly ignorant of the 
whole affair ; he miftakes the truth totally. We believe, 
indeed, that a// fcripture is given by the infpiration of 
God, and herein we are diltinguifhed from Yews, Turks, 
and Infidels. We believe the written word of God to 
be the only and fufficient rule, both of Chriftian faith 
and practice; and herein we are fundamentally diitin- 
guifhed from thofe of the Romifh church. We believe 
Chrift to be the eternal, fupreme God; and herein 
we are diftinguithed from the Sscinians and Anans. 
But as to all opinions which do not {trike at the root 
of Chriftianity, we thinkeand let think. So that what. 
foever they are, whether right or wrong, they ure no 
diftinguifbing marks of a Methadif?. 

2. Neither are words or pirafes of any fort. We 
do not place our religion, or any part of it, in being 
attached to any peculiar mode of fpeaking, any quaint 
or uncommon fet of expretlions. ‘The moit obvious, ea- 
fy, common words, wherein our meaning can be con- 
veyed, we prefer before others, both on ordinary ocea- 
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fions, and when we fpeak of the things of God. We. 


never, therefore, willingly or defignedly deviate from 
the moft ufual way of {peaking; unlefs when we exprels 
{cripture truths in {cripture words (which we prefume 
no Chriftian will condemn.) Neither do we affect to 
ufe any particular expreflions of {cripture, more fre- 
quently than others, unlefs they are fuch as are more 
frequently ufed by the infpired writers themfelves. So 
that it is as grofs an error, to place the marks of a Me- 
thodift in his words, as in opinions of any fort. 

3. Nor do we defire to be diftinguifhed by adfions, 
cuftoms, or ufages, of an indifferent nature. Our re- 
lizion does not lie in doing what God has not enjoin- 
ed, or abftaining from what he hath not forbidden. It 
does not lie in the form of our apparel, in the pofture 
of our Rony: or the covering of our heads ; .nor yet in 
abftaining from marriage, or from meats and drinks, 
which are all food if received with thank{giving. 
Therefore neither will any man who knows whereof 
he afirms, fix the mark of a Methodif?t here ; in any 
actions or cuftoms purely indifferent, undetermined by 
the word of God. 

4. Nor, laftly, is he diftinguifhed by laying the whole 


Strefs of religion on any fingle part of it. If you fay, 


** Yes, he is, for he thinks we are faved by faith alone.’” 

I salwer, you do not underftand the terms. By /a/wa- 
tion he means, holinefs of heart and /ife. And _ this 
he affirms to fpring from true faith alone. Can even 
a nominal Chriftian deny it? Is this placing a part of 
religion for the whole? Do we then make void the law 
through faith? God forbid! Yea we. eftablifh the law. 
We do not place the whole of religion (as too many 
do, God knoweth ) cither in doing no harm, or in do- 
ing good, or in ufing the ordinances of God. No, not 
in “all of them togethe r, wherein we know by experience 
aman may labour many years, and at the end have no 
true religion at 2 all, no more than he had at the begin- 
ning. Much lefs in any one of thefe: or, it may be 


in a fcrap of one of them: like her who-fancies herielf 
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a virluous woman, only becaufe fhe is not a proftitute ; 
or him who dreams he is an hone/? man, merely becaufe 
he does not rob or fteal. May the Lord God of my 
Fathers preferve me from fuch a poor, ftarved religion as 
this! Were this the mark of a Methodift, 1 would foon- 
er chufe to be a fincere Few, Turk, or Pagan. 

5. * What then is the mark? Who i is a Methedi?t 
according to your own account’? Tanfwer: A Me- 
thodift is orte, who has the love if Ged fhed abroad in 
his heart, by the Holy Ghoft, given unto him : one who 
loves the Lard his God with all his heart, and with all 
his foul, and with all his mind, and with all his firength. 
God is the joy of his heart, and the defire of his foul : 
which is conftantly crying out, ** Whom have I in hea- 
ven but thee, and there is none upon earth that I defre 
befide thee! My God and my all ! ' Thou art the ftrength 
of my heart and my portion for ever !”’ 

6. He is therefore happy in God, yea, always hap- 
py, as having in him a well of water, /pringing up’ into 
everlafting li life, and overflowing his foul with peace ana 
Joy. Perfect love having now ca/t out fear, he rejoices 
evermore. He rejoices in the Lord always, even in 
God fis Saviour: and in the Father, through ous 
Lord Jefus Chrift, by whom he hath now received the 
atonement. Having found redem ption th rough his blood, 
the forgivenefs of his fins, he cannot but rejoice, v hen- 
ever he looks back on the horrible pit out of which he 
is delivered, when he fees all his tranfgreffions blotted 
out asa cloud, and his iniquities as a thick cloud. He 
cannot but rejoice, whenever he looks on the ftate 
wherein he now is, being ju ftified freely, and having 
peace with God, through our Lord Fefies Chrift. For be 
that believeth hath the witnefs = this in himfelf ; being 
now the Son of God by faith : becaufe he is a fon, God 
hath fent forth the Spirit of bis Son into his heart, cr ‘ying, 
Abba, Father! And the Spirit itfelf bearcth witnefi 

with bis Spirit, that he is a child ¢ of God. He re af oiceth 
alfo, whenever he looks forward, in hope of the glory 
that fhall be revealed : yea, this his joy ts full, ‘and all his 
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bones cry out, Bleffed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Fefus C brif, who, according to his abundant mercy, hath 


begoticn me again to a living hope—of an inheritance in-. 


corruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away, referved 
in heaven for me. 

7. And he who ‘hath this hope, thus full of immor- 
tality, in every thing giveth thanks : as knowing that this 
(whatfoever it is) is the will of God in Chrift Fefus -on- 
cerning him. From him therefore he chearfully receives 
all, faying, Good is the will of the Lord: and whether 
the Lord giveth or taketh away, equally bleffing the name 
of the Lord. For he hath /ear ned in hatfoever fate he is, 
therewith to be content. He knoweth both how to be 
abafed, and how to abound. Every where and in all things 
he is inftructed, both to be full and to be hungry, both to 
abound and fuffer need. Whether in eafe or pain, w he- 
ther in ficknefs or health, whether in life or death, he 
giveth thanks from the ground of the heart, to him 
who orders it for good : knowing that as every good gift 
cometh from above, fo none but good can come from the 
Father of Lig yi into whofe hand he has wholly com- 
mitted his body and foul, as into the hands of a faith- 
ful Creator. He is therefore careful (anxioufly or uneafi- 
ly) for nothing: as havin» café all his care on him that 
careth for Lim, and in all things refting on him, after 
making his requeft known to him with thank/giving. 

8. For Tagagyas he prays without ceafing. It is given 
him akways to pray and not to faint. Not that he is al- 
Ways in the houfe of prayer : though he neglects no op- 
portunity of being there. Neither is he always on his 
knees, althoug! i he often is, or on his face, before the 

Lord his God. : Nor yet is he always crying aloud to 
God, or calling upon him in words. For many times 
the Spit ‘it maketh in tercelfion for him with groans that cannot 
be uttercd: but at all times the language of his heart is 
this, “¢ Thou brightnefs of the eternal glory, unto thee 


is my mouth, though without a voice, and my filence. 


fpeaketh unto thee.” And this is true prayer, and this 
‘lone. But his heart is ever lifted up to Ged, at all 
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times and in all places. In this he is never hindered, 
much lefs interrupted by any perfon or thing. In re- 
tirement, or company, in leifure, bufinefs, or conver- 


’ fation, his heart is ever with the Lord.’ Whether he 


lie down or rife up, God is in all bis thoughts ; be 
waiks with God continually, having the loving eye of 
his mind ftill fixed upon him, and every whére /eeing 
him that is invifdle. 

g. And while he thus always exercifes his love to 
God, by praying without ceafing, rejoiciag evermore, 
and in every thing giving thanks, this commandment | 
is written in his heart, that he who loveth God, love 
his brother alfo. And he accordingly loves his neigh- 


‘bour as himfelf; he loves every nan as his own foul. 


His heart is full “af love to ali mankind, to every child 
of the Father of the Spirits of all fish. © That a.man 1s 
not perfonally known to him, is no bar to his love: 
no, nor that he is known to be fuch as he approves 
not, that he repays hatred for his good-will. For he 
lowes his enemies, yea, and the enemies of God: the evil 
and the unthankful. And if it we not in his power to do 
good to them that hate him, yet he ceafes not to pray 
for them, though they continue to fpurn his love, and 
{till de/pit refill y ufe bim and perfecute im. 

io. For he is pure in heart. ‘The love of God has 
purified his heart from all even petal pafiions, from 
envy, malice, and wrath, from every unkind temper 
or mali en affection. It hath cleanfed him from pride 
and haughtinels of {pirit, whereof alone cometh con- 
tention. And he hath now put on bowels of mercies, 
kindnefs, humblenefs of mind, meeknefs, long-fu ffer- 
ing: fo that he forbears and faite, if he had a quar- 
rel againft any ; even as God in Chrift bath fo rgiven him. 
And indeed all poilible ground for contention, on his 
part, is utterly cut off. For none can take from him 
what he delires; {i i: he doves not the world, nor any 
of the things of the word; being now crucified to the 
world, and the selbrid ¢ crucified to him; bein dead to all 


that is in the world, both to the Ju? of the fits, the luft 


B 











~~ 
P oie 
“eae 


- Aili 


——<——_S— 


———— 





10 CHARACTER OF A METHODIST. 


the eye, and the pride of life. For all his dsfire is un- 
to God and to ihe remembrance of his name. 

11. Agreeable to this his one defire, is the one de- 
fien of his life, namely, not to do his cwn will, but the 

wil’ if him that ent t him. Wis one intention at all times 

ind in all things, is, not to pleafe himfelf, but him whom 
his foul loveth. He has a fingle eye. And becaufe his 
eye is fingle, his whole body is fa / of light. Indeed where 
the loving eye of the foul is continually fixed upon 
God, there can be no darknefs at all, but the whole is 
light ; as when the bright foining of a candle doth enlight- 
en the boufe. God then reigns alone. All that is in 
the foul is holinefs to the Lord. There is not a moti- 
on in his heart, but is according to his will. Every 
thought that arifes points to him, and is in obedience to 
the law of Chritt. 

12. And the tree is known by its fruits. For as he 
loves God, fo he keeps his commandments; not only 
fome, or molt of them, but all, from the leaft to the 
ereateft. He is not content to keep the whole law, and 
offend i in one point; but has in all points, a confcience void 
of offence towards God and towards man. Whatever 
God has fort vjidden, he avoids; whatever God hath 

enjoined, he doth ; and that whether it be little or 
great, h: Ae or eafy, joyous or grievous to the flefh. He 
runs the way of God’s commandmen ‘s, now he hath fet 
his hee ey at lil erty. It is his glory fo to do; it is his 
daily crown of rejoicing, to do the will of God on earth, 
as it is done in heaven ; knowing it is the higheft privi- 
lege of the angels of God, cf thofe that excel in firength, 
to fulfil his commandmenis, and hearken to the voice of his 
word. 

13. Ail the comman 

‘ 


¢ 


Imerts of God he accordingly 


keeps, and that mth all his misrhe. r his obedience 
is in preportion to his love, the foureel from whence it 
flows. And, hi tall loving God with all his heart, 

he ferves him with all his flrength. He conti Dalby 
prefents his foul a bodv, a living facrifie®} holy, ac- 


contol! ‘ c 1s anh rel and aucth ] : 
Ceplavic wo AOU 3 entrely ana Without fre ferve cevoung 


CHARACTER OF A METHODIST. Ti 


himfelf, all he has, and all he 1s, to his glory. All 
the talents he has received, he conftantly employs $5 ace 
cording to his mafter’s will; every power and facull y 
of his foul, every member of his | body. Once he yiel ‘d- 
ed them unto fin’ and the devil, as i “a uments of une 
righteoufne/s: but now, being alive from the dead, he 
yields them all, as inftruments of righteoufne/s ate God. 
14. By confequence, whatfoever he doth, it is all to 
the glory of God. In all his emp loyments of 7 
kind, he not only aims at this. (whi ich is implied in hav 
ing a fingle eye) but act tually attains it His buiineli 
and refrefhme: its, as wel! as his pravers, all ferve this 
great end. Whether he fit in hi " safe or walk by the 
way, whether he lie down or La, up, he is promoting 
in all he fpeaks or does, the ¢ bufined s of his life: 
whether he put on his appar< , or labour, or eat and 
drink, or divert himfelf trom too waiting labour, it all 
tends to advance the glory of God, by peace and good 
will among men. His one invariable rule is this, 
Whatfoever ye do in word or - 5 do it all in the name 
of the Lord Jelus, giving th< 9 God and the Faiher 
by him. 
15. Nor do the cufloms cf the world at all hinder 
his running the race that is /et before him. We knows, 
that vice does not lofe its nature, thouch it becomes 
ever fo fafhionable ; and remembers, that every man is 
to giveran account of vimfelf ta God. He cannot, there- 
fore, follow even a multi! tude to do evil. He cannot fure 
fumptuoufly every day, or make provifion for the fief to 
fulfil the lufts thereof. He cannot lay up treafure upon 
earth, no more than he can take fire into his bofon n. 
He cannot edirn pinjcif Con any pretence) with gold 
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or coftly apparcl,—he cannot join in, er countenance 
any diverfion, which has the leait tendency to viee 
of any kind. He cannot /peak evil of his neighbour, 
no more than he can lie, either for God or man. ite 
cannot utter an unkind word of any one; for love keep 

the door @fNhis lips. He cannot {peak idle words : no 
corrupt commuuneation ever conies out of bis mouth, as is 
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all that which is not good, to the ule of edifying, not fit 
ta minifter grace to the hearers. wr what/o ver things 
are pure, cwhatfoever things are lovely, whatfoever things 
are jultly, of zood report, he thinks, cal fpeaks, and acts, 
adorning the vofpel of our Lord Jefus Chrilt in all things. 
16. Laftly, As he has time, he does good unto all 
men; unto neighbours and ftrangers, friends and ene- 
mies. And that in every poflible kind; not only to 
their leak sy by feeding the hungry, cloathing the naked, 
viftt ng thofe that are fick or in prifan ; but ‘much more 
does he labour to do good to their fouls, as of the abi- 
lity which God giveth ; to aw aken thofe chat fleep in 
death : to bring thofe who are awakened to the atoning 


blond, that being juftifed by faith, they may have peace 


with God, to abound more in love and in good works. 
aad he is willing to /pend and be /pent herein, even to 
be offered up on the facrifice and fervice of their faith, fo 
they may all come unto the meafure of the ftature of the 
fuincfs of Chritt. 

17. hele are the principles and practices of our fed, 
thefe are the marks of atrue Methedi/. By thele alone 
do thofe, who are in derifion fo called, defire to be 
ditinguifhed from other men. If any man fay, “ Why 
tiefe are only the common, fundamental principles of 
Chriftianity ! > Thou haft faid : fio | mean; this is the 

very truth; I know they are no other; and I would 
to God both thou and all men knew, that I, and all 
who follow my judgment, do vehe mently intiele to be 
diltmeuithed from other men, by any but the common 
principles of Chriftianity. ‘The plain, old Chriftianity 
that I teach, renouncing and detetting all other marks 
of diftin@iion. And whofloeve r is what I preach (let 
him be called what he will; for names change not the 
nature of things }) he is a Chriftian, not in na.xe only, 
but in deart and in life. He is inwardly and outwardly 
conformed to the will of God, as revealed in the writ- 
ten word. Tie thinks, fpeaks, and lives according to 
the method laid down in the revelation of Jefus Chritt, 
His foul is renewed afier the image of God, in ..ghte- 
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oufnefs and in all true holinefs. And having the mind 
that°was in Chrilt, he fo walks as Chrift alfo walked. 
18. By thele marks, by thefe fruits of a living faith, 
do we labour to difinguif/h ourtelves from the unbelieving 
world, from all thole whoie minds or lives are not ac- 
cording to the ; golpel of Chrift. But from real Chrif- 
tials wat Ww hatlocver denomination they be. »e earneftly 
defire not to be difting ruifhed at all: not from any, 
who fincerely follow after what they know they have 
not yet attained. No: whofvever doth the will of m Ly 
Father which is in heaven, the fame is my brother, 
and fifter and mother. And I befeech you, brethren, 
by the mercies of God, that we be in no, wile divided 
among ourlelyes. Is thy heart right, as my heart is 
with thine? J afk no farther queftion. If it be, give 
me thy hand. For opinions, or terms, let us not deftroy 
the work of God. Dott thou love and ferve God? 
It is enough. I give thee the right hand of fellowfhip. 
[f there be any confolation in Chrilt, if any com- 
fort of love, if any fellowthip of the Spirit, if any bow- 
els and mercies—let us ftrive together for the faith of 
the gofpel ; walking worthy of the vocation w herewith 
we are called ; ; with all lowlinefs and meeknels, with 
long-fuffering, forbearing one another in love, endea- 
vouring to keep the unity of the Spirit, in the bond of 
peace : remembering, there is one body, and one fpi- 
rit, even as we are called with one hope « of our calling : 
one Lord, one saith, one baptijm ; one Ca d and Father of 
all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all! 
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SERMON lI. 
On Hesprews I. 14. ¥ 


Are they not all minijftering fpirits, fent forth to minifter ae 
unto them that poail be heirs of falvation, , st 


i 7 1. Te AP ANY of the ancient Heathens had (probably 2 
| Vi from tradition) fome notion of good and evil 
Ait angels. They had fome conception of a fuperior order : 
He of beings, between men and God, whom the Greeks an 
ite generally termed, Demons (knowing ones) and the Ro- 4 
PL mans, Genii. Some of thele they fuppofed to. be kind 3 
i and benevolent, delighting in doit Lys good ; ; others to i 
be malicious and cruel, delighting in doing evil. But 
their conceptions both of one and the other, were 
| i} crude, imperfect, and confufed ; being only fragments 
of truth, partly delivered down by their fore-fathers, 
t | and partly borrowed from the infpired writings. 

2. Of the former, the benevolent kind, feems to have 
been the celebrated Demon of Socrates, concerning 
| which fo many and fo various conjectures have beeit 
i made in fucceeding ages. ‘This gives me notice, faid 
ha: he, every morning, of any evil which will befal me 
that day. A late writer, indeed (1 fuppofe one that 
‘| hardly believes the exiftence of either Angel or Spirit) 
ie has publifhed a Differtation, wherein he labours to prove 
‘That the Demon of Socrates was only his Reafon. B Sut 


¥ it was not the manner of Socrates to !peak in fuch ob- 
fcure and ambiguous terms. [f he had meant his Réa- 

| fon, he would doubtlefs have ai > but this could 
| ‘ ot be his meaning. Tor ii was sinpoflible his Reafon 
| fhould give him notice every iorning, of every evil 
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which would befa! him that day. It <loes not lie with- 
in the province of Reafon, to give fuch notice of future 
contin encies. Neither does this odd interpretati nin 
any wife azree with the inference which he himfelf 
draws from it. My Demon, fays he, did not give me 
notice this morning of any evil that was to befal me 
to-day. Therefore I cannot regard as any evil, my be- 
ing condemned to die.” Undoubtedly it was fome 
fpiritual Being: probably one of thefe miniftering 
Spirits. 

3. An ancient poet, one who lived feveral ages be- 

fore Socrates, spouts more determinately on this fub- 


ject. Hefiod does not feruple to fay, 
; ; 


** Millions of fpiritual creatures walk the earth unfeen.” 
Hence, it is probable, arofe the numerous tales about 
the exploits of their demigods, and gods minorum Gen- 
dium. Hence their Satyrs, Fauns, Nym phs of every 
kind, wherewith they fuppofed both the fea and land to 
be filled. But how empty, childith, unfatisfaétory, are 
all the accounts they give of them! as indeed accounts 
that depend upon broken, uncertain tradition, can hard- 
ly min to be. 

» Revelation only is able to fupply this ‘defect ; this 
alls gives us a clear, rational, confiftent account, of 
thofe whom our eyes have not feen, nor our cars heard: 
of both good and ‘evil angels. It is my defign to fpeak, 
at prefent, only of the former, of whom we have a full, 
though brief account, in thefe words. Are t)2y not all 
minificring Spirits, fent Ae to minificr unto ak m that 

fall be heirs of falvatio 
I, 1. The queftion is, according to the manner of 
the Apottle, equivalent to a fl. ong afirmation. And 
nen we learn, Firit, that with reeard to their effenc 
nature, they are ‘all {pirits ; met material, 
ad beings; not ck » soed with fleth 6c bleed, like us; 
but having bodies, if any, not orofs and earthly lik: 
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durs, but of a finer fub/tance, refembling fire or flarhe, 
more than any other of thefe lower elements. And is 
not fomething like this intimated in thofe words of the 
Pfalmift, Who maketh his angels Jpirits, and his minifters 
a flame of fire? Palm civ. 4. As tpirits he has endu- 
ed them with Underltanding, Will, or Affeétions 
(which are indeed the fame thing, as the Affections are 
only the Will exerting itfelf various ways) and Liber- 
ty. And are not thefe, Underftanding, Will, and Li- 
berty, effential to, if not the eflence of, a fpirit ? 


2. But who of the children of men can comprehend , 


what is the wnder/tanding of an Angel? Who can com- 
prehend how far their /ig/t extends? Analogous to 
fight in men, though not the fame; but thus we are 
confirained to ipeak through the poverty of human lan- 
guage! Probably not only over one hemifphere of the 
earth, yea, or 


* Tenfold the length of their Terrene,” 


or even of the Solar Syftem; but fo far as to take in at 
one view, the whole extent of the Creation? And we 
cannot conceive any detect in their Perception, neither 
any errorin their Underftanding. But in what man- 
ner do they ufe their Underftanding ? We mutft in no 
wile imagine, that they creep from one truth to:another, 
by that flow method which we call Reafoning. Un- 
doubtedly they fee at ene glance whatever truth is pre- 
fented to their underftanding: and that with all the 
certainty and clearnefs, that we mortals fee the moft 
felf-evident axiom. Who then can conceive the extent 
of their Know/edge ? Not only of the nature, attributes, 
and works of God (whether of creation or providence) 
but of the circumitances, ations, words, tempers, 
yea, and thoughts of meri. For although Ged only 
knows the hearts of all men (unto whom are known allshis 
works) together with the changes they undergo, from 
the beginning of the world ; yet we cannot doubt but his 
angels know the hearts ef thofe to whom they more 
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immediately minifter. Much lefs can we doubt of 
their knowing the thoughts that are in our hearts at 
any particular time. What fhould hinder their lecing 
them as they arife ? Not the thin veil of flefh and blood ! 
Can thefe intercept the view of a fpirit? Nay, 


t “ Walls within walls no more its paffage bar, 
ji “Than unoppoting {pace of liquid air.” 


Far more eafily | then, and far more perfectly than we 
can read a man’s thoughts in his face, do thele ‘agaci- 
ous beings read our thoughts, jut as they rife in our 
hearts: inafmuch as they fee their kindred {pirit, more 
clearly than we fee the body. If this lee m ftrange 
to any, who had not adv erted to it before, jet him on- 
oe oily confider, Suppofe my Ipirit was out <7 the body, 
* could not an angel fee my thoughts? Even without my 
uttering any words? (if words are ufed in the world 
of {pirits.) And cannot that miniftering {pirit fee them 
juft as well now | am in the body? It focms, therefore, 
to be an unquelftionable truth (although perhaps not 
* commonly obferved) That Angels know, not only the 
words and actions, but alfo the thoughts of thole to 
. whom they minifter. And indeed without this know- 
ledge they “would be very ill qualified to perform vari- 
ous parts oa their miniltry. 

3- And what an inconceivable degree of wi/dom mult 
they have acquired, by the ufe of their amazing facul- 
ties, over and above that with which they were origi- 
7 nally endued, in the courfe of more than fix thoufand 
7 vears? (That they have exilted fo long we are _ailur- 
" ed: for they fang togeiher when the foundations of th: 
) carth were iaid. ) How immen: ely muft their wiidom 
have increafed, duriag fo long a peri iod, not only by 
y | furveying the hearts and ways of men in their fucced- 
is live generations—but by obfervi ing the works oi God, 
m his works of Creation, his works of Providence : his 
works of Grace! And above all, by continual: bel bold 
ing the face of their Father which is in heaven. 
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4. What meafures of Holinefi, as well as Wifdom, 
have they derived from this inexhauftible Ocean ! 


«“ A boundlefs, fathomlefs abyfs, 


<< Without a bottom or a fhore !”” 


Are they not hence, by way of eminence, {tiled the Ho- 
ly Angels ? What goodnefs, what philanthropy, what 
love to man, have they drawn from thofe rivers that 
are at his right hand? Such as we cannot conceive to 
be exceeded by any, but that of God our Saviour. 
And they are ftill drinking i in more love from this foun- 
tain of living water. 

5. Such is the Knowledge and Wifdom of the An- 
gels of God, as we learn from his own Oracles. Such 
are their holinefs and goodnefs! And how afionifhing 
is their frength ? Even a fallen Angel is ftiled, by an 
infpired writer, The prince of the power of the air. 
How terrible a proof did he give of this power, in 
fuddenly roufing the whirlwind, which /mote the four 
corners of the houfe, and deftroy od all the children of 
Job at once? (chap. v.) That this was his work, we 
may eafily learn from the command to fave bis life. 
But he gave’a fer more terrible proof of his {trength 
(if we ee pote that mcffenger of the Lord to have been 
an evil Angel, as is not at all inprobable) when he 
{mote with death a hundred fourfcore and five thoufand 
Affyrians, in one night, nay, -poflibly in one hour, if 
not one moment. Yet a {trength abundantly greater 
than this, muit have been exerted by that Angel (whe- 
ther he was an Angel of Light or of Darknels, which 
is not determined by the text) who /mote in one hour, 

all the frft-born of Egypt, both of man and beaft. For, 
conufidering the extent of the land of Egypt, the im- 
menfe po pulouthef s thereof, and the innumerable cattle 
fed in their houfes, and grazing in their fruitful fields: 
the men and beafts who were lain in that night, muft 
have amounted to feveral millions! And if this be fup- 
poied to have been an evil Angel, muft not a good 
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Angel be as ftrong, yea, ftronger than him? For fure- 
ly any good Angel mult have more power than even 
an ** Archangel ruined.”” And what power mutt the 
four Angels in the Revelation have, who were appoint- 
ed to keep the four winds of Diaven? There feems, 
therefore; no extravagance in fuppofing, that if God 
were pleafed to permit, any of the Angels of ligh 
could heave the Earth and all the Planets out of their 
Orbits : yea, that he “ could arm himfelf with all thefe 
elements,”” and crufh the whole frame of Nature. In- 
deed we do not know how to fet any bounds to the 
{trength of thefe firft born children of God. 

6. And although none but their great Creator is 
omniprefent ; although none befide him can afk, Do 
not I fill heaven and earth? Yet undoubtedly he has 
given an immenfe fphere of action (though not un- 
bounded) to created {pirits. The prince of the kingdom 
of Perfia (mentioned Dan. x. 13, though probably an 
evil Angel) feems to have had a fphere of action, 
both of knowledge and power, as extenfive as that vait 
empire. And the fame, if not greater, we may rea- 
fonably afcribe to the good Ange 1, whom Ne, withitood 
for one and twenty d: LYS. 

7. ‘Lhe Angels of God have great power, in particu- 
lar over the human body ;_ power either to caufe or re- 
move Pi un and difeafes; either to kill or to heal. The 
perfectly well underitand whereof we are made: they” 
know ail the iprings of this curious machine ; an a can, 
doubtlefs, by God’s permiflion, touch any of th , fo 
as either to ftop or reftore its motion. Of this. of w- 
er, even in an evil Angel, we have a clear infi. 
the cafe of Job, whom he /inote with fore bails all over, 
from the crown of the head to the fit of thee foot. And 
in that inftant undoubtedly he would 4 ave killed him, 
if God had not faved his life. And on the other hand, 
of the power of Angels to heal, we have a remarka 
ble inftance in the « cafe of Daniel. There remained no 
ftrength in me, faid the prophet ; neither was there breath 
inme. Then one came and touched me and faid, Peace 
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be unto thee: be frang, yea, be ftrong. And when he 
had fpoken unto me, | was flrengthened, v. 17. Ke. On 
the other hand, when they are commiflioned from 
above, may they not put a period to human life? There 
is nothing improbable in what Dr. Parnell fuppoles 
the Angel to fay to the Hermit, concerning the death 
oi the child, 


“ To oll but thee in fits he feem’d to go: 
*¢ And ’twas my miniltry to deal the blow.”’ 


From this great truth the heathen poets probably derive 
their imagination, that Iris ufed to be fent down from 
heaven, to diicharge iouls out of their bodies. And 
perhaps the fudden death of many of the children of 
God, may be owing to the miniftry of an Angel. 


II. So perfeétly are the Angels of God qualified for 
their high office. It remains to inquire, How they dil- 
charge.their office? How do they minifter to the heirs 
of ialvation ? 

1. I will not fay that they do not minifter at all to 
thofe who through their obitinate impenitence and un- 
belief, ,di/inherit themfelves of the -kingdom. ‘This 
world is a world of mercy, wherein God pours down 
miany mercies even on the evil and the unthankful. 
And many of thefe, it is probable, are conveyed even 
to them, by the miniftry of Angels ; efpecially fo loi..; 
as they have any thought of God, or any fear of God 
before their eyes. But it is their favourite employ, their 
peculiar office, to minifter to the heirs of falvation ; 
to thole who are now faved by faith, or at leaft feek- 
ing God in fincerity. 

2. Is it not their firft car¢, to minifter to our fouls? 
But we muft not expect this will be done with obferva- 
tion: in iuch a manner as that we may clearly diftin- 
guifh their working from the workings of our own 
minds. We have no more reafon to look for this, than 
for their appearing in a vifible thane. Without this 
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they can, in a thoufand ways, apply to our Underftand- 

ing. They may affift us in our fearch after truth, 
remove many doubts and difficulties, throw light on 
what was ree dark and obfcure, and confirm us in 
the truth that is after godlinefs. They may warn us of 
evil in difguife, and place what is good in a clear, 
{trong light. They may gently move our Will, to em- 
brace what is good, and fly from that which is evil. 

They may many times quicken our dull Affections, in- 
creafe our holy Hope or filial fear, and affift us more 
ardently to love Aim, who has firft loved ws. Yea, they 
may be fent of God to anfwer that whole prayer, put 
into our mouths by pious Bifhop Kean, 


*O may thy Angels, while I fleep, 
‘© Around my bed their vigils keep ; 
« Their love angelical infti ; 

* Stop every avenue of ill. 


“ May they ccleftial joys rehearfe, 
And thought to thought with me converfe !” 


- 
. 


Although the manner of this we fhall not be able to 
explain, while we dwell in the body. 

3. May they not miniiter alfo to us, with’ refpeét to 
our bodies, in a thoufand ways, which we do not now 
underftand? They may prevent our falling into many 
dangers, which we are not fenfible of. An 1d may de- 
liver us out of many others, though we know not 
whence our deliverance comes. How mi vany times have 
we been ftrangely, and unaccountably preferved, in 
fudden and dangerous falls? And it is well if we did 
not impute that prefervation to Chance, or to our own 
wildom or ftrength. Not fo: it was God gave his An- 
gels charge over us, and in their hands they bore us 
up. Indeed men of the world will always impute fuch 
deliverances, to accident or to fecond caufes. To 
thefe, poflibly, fome of them might have imputed Da- 


fiel’s prefervation in the lion’s den. But himfelfaferib< 
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it to the true caufe, My God has /ent his Angel, and 
fout the mouth of the lions. Daniel vi. 22. 

4. When a violent difeafe, fuppofed to be incurable, 
is totally and fuddenly removed, it is by no means im- 
probable, that this is effectedaby the miniftry. of an 
Angel. And perhaps it is owing to the fame caufe, 
that a remedy is unaccountably fuggefted, either to the 
fick perfon, or fome attending upon him, by which he 
is entirely cured. 

5. It feems, what are ufually called Divine Dreams, 
may be frequently afcribed to Angels. We have a re- 
markable inftance of this kind, related by one that will . 
hardly be thought an Enthufiaft; for he was a Hea- 
then, a Philofopher, and an Emperor: 1 mean Marcus 
Antonius. “In his Meditations, he folemnly thanks 
God for revealing to him, when he was at Cajeta, in 
a dream, what totally cured the bloody flux, which 
none of his phyficians were able to heal.”” And why 
may we not fuppofe, that God gave him this notice, 
by the miniftry of an Angel? 

6. And how often does God deliver us from evil 
men, by the miniftry @f his Angels? Overturning - 
whatever their rage, or malice, or fubtility had plotted 
againft us. Thefe are about their bed, and about their 
path, and privy to all their dark defigns: and many 
of them undoubtedly they bring to nought, by means 
that we think not of. Sometimes they blaft their fa- 
vourite fchemes in the beginning; fometimes when 
they are juft ripe for execution. And this they can 
do by a thoufand means, that we are not aware of. 
They can check them in their mid-career, by bereav- 
ing them of courage or ftrength ; by finking faintnefs 
through their loins, or turning their wifdom into fool- 
ifhnefs. Sometimes they bring to light the hidden 
things of darknefs. and thew us the traps that are laid 
for our feet. In thefe and various other ways, they 
hew the fnares of the ungodly in pieces. 

7. Another grand branch of their miniftry is, to 
counterwork Evil Angels: who are continually going 
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about, not only as roaring lions, feeking whom they 
may devour ; but more dangeroufly ftill, as Angels of 
light, fecking whom they may deceive. And how 
great is the number of thefe! Are they not as the ftars 
of heaven for multitude? How great is their rage, en- 
vy, malice, revenge? Such as the wickedeft men or, 
earth never felt. How great is their fubtilty? Ma- 
tured by the experience of above fix thoufand years. 
How great is their ftrength? Only inferior to that of 
the Angels of God. T he ftrongeft of the fons of men 
are but as grafs-hoppers before them. And what an 
advantage have they over us by that fingle circum- 
ftance, that they are invifible ? As we have not ftrength 
to repel their force, fo we have not {kill to decline it. 
But the merciful Lord hath not given us up to the 
will of our enemies. His eyes, that is, his holy Angels, 
run to and fro over all the ec tang And if our eyes were 
opened we fhould fee, they are more that are for us, than 
they that are againft us. We Poould fee; 


- A convoy attends, 
A minitt’ring hoft of invifible friends. 

And whenever thofe aflault us in foul or in body, thefe 
are able, willing, ready to defend us: who are, at le: ait, 
equally ftrong, equally wife, and equally vigilant. 
And who can hurt us, while we have armies of Ang els 

and the God of Angels on our fide? 

8. And we may make one general obfervation ; what- 
ever afliftance God gives to men by men, the fame, 
and frequently in a highe r iy ed he gives to them by 
Angels. Does he adminifter to us, by n nen, hight w hen 
we are in darknefs? Joy when we are in he ay inefs £ 
Deliverance when we are in danger? Eafe anid health 
when we are fick or in pains It cannot be doubted, 
but he frequen tly conveys the fame blefiings, by the 
miniltry of Angels: not fo fenfibly indeed, but full as 

Fectually, th 1ough the meilengers are not feen. Does 


frequently deliver us, by means of men, fram thi 
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violence or fubtility of our enemies? Many times he 
works the fame déliverance by thefe invifible Agents. 
Thefe fhut the mouths of the human lions, fo that they 
have no power to hurt us. And frequently they join 
with our human friends (although neither they nor we 
are fenfible of it) giving them wifdom, courage, or 
ftrength, without which all their labour for us would 
be unfuccefsful. Thus do they fecretly minifter in 
numberlefs inftances to the heits of falvation: while 
we hear only the voices of men, and fee none but men 
round about us. 

g- But does not the Scripture teach, The help which 
is done upon earth, God doth it himfelf : ? Moft certainly 
he does. And he is able to do it by his own immediate 
power: he has no need of ufing any inftruments at all, 
either in heaven or earth. He wants net either angels 
or men, to fulfil the whole counfel of his will. But it 
is not his pleafure fo to work. He never did; and 
we may reafonably fuppofe he never will. He has al- 
ways wrought by fuch inftruments as he pleafes: but 
ftill it is Ged himfelf that doth the work. Whatever 
help, therefore, we have either by angels or men, is 
as much the work of God, as if he were to put forth 
his almighty arm, and work without any means at all. 
But he “has ufed them from the beginning of the 
world: im all ages he has ufed the miniftry both of 
men and angels. And hereby efpecially is feen the ma- 
nifold wifdom of God in the ‘Church. “Mean time the 
fame glory redounds to him, as if he ufed no inftru- 
ments at all. 

10. The grand reafon why God is pleafed to affitt 
men by men, rather than immediately by himfelf, is 
undoubtedly to endear us to each other, by thefe mu- 
tual good offices, in order to increafe our happinefs, 
both in time anid eter: ity. And is it not for the fame 
reafon, that God is pleafed to give his Angels charge 
over us? Namely, that he may endear us and them to 
each.other: that ‘by the increaie of our love and gra- 
titude to them, we may find a proportionable increafe 
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of happinefs when we meet in our Father’s kingdom. 
in the mean time, though we may not worfhip them 
(worfhip is due only to our common Creator) yet we 
may eftee a them very highly in love, for their work's fake. 
And we may imitate them i in all holinefs: fuiting our 
lives to the prayer our Lord himfelf has taught us? 
labouring to do his will.on earth, as Angels do it in 
heaven. \ 

I cannot conclude this difcourfe better, than in that 
adntirable collet of our church : 

O everlafting God, whe haf ordained and conftitu: 
ed the fervices of Angels and men, in a Wosllierfut 
manner; grant that as thy holy Anzels alway do thee 
fervice in heav en, fo by thy a appointment they may fuc- 
cour and defend us on earth, through Jefus Chrift our 
Lord. 


a  —— 


A fbort Account of Mr. Sampson SraniFoRTH ; in a 
Letter to the Rev. Mr. Wester. 


Rev. and dear Sir, 


Never thought I fhould be called upon to appear 

4 in print, or to give an account of myfelf, confi- 
dering, how many of my brethren there are, who have 
not only deeper experience, but far greater abilities, 
and more time than me. But fince you defire it of me, 
I think it my duty to obey thofe that are over me in the 
Lord. I now, therefore, caft my mite into the treafury, 
and pray God it m: ry be profitable to fome foul! I thall, 
Firft, fpeak of my life from the time of my birth till 
I was about twenty-five years old: and, Secondly, from 
the time that God call ed me, to the prefent time. I 
am fenfible my cafe is peculiar, both in a fate of fin 
and in my converfion to wer xd: and my accoufitof it 
mutt be very imperfect, as I never kept : any diary, and 
can only fet down a few thines thai { can call to mind 


after fo manv vears. 
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2. I was born at Sheffield, in December 1720. My 
father, who was 4 cutler, had thirteen children ; but on- 
ly four lived to years of maturity. ‘There was no care 
taken of my education ; none in the family having the 
form, much lefs the power of religion: fo that while 
I was young, I heard nothing about either religion or 
morality. Henée it was that I had no conviction of 
any kind, no fear of God before my eyes, no thought 
of his providence, of his {paring mercy, or indeed of 
his having any thing to do in the world. Nay, I was 
totally averfe to all good, and hated the very appear- 
ance of religion. And in this deplorable ftate | conti- 
nued till | was fourteen years of age. 

3.-1 was then put apprentice to a baker. This was 
a very good place for my body; but no care at all was 
taken of my foul: only that fometimes my matter 
made me read, on Sunday, a chapter in the Bible. But 
I knew not what it meant, nor why it was called the 
Word of God, or what ‘people went to church for. 
From fourteen to feventeen, I was diligent in my bufi- 
nefs, and gave fatistaction to my mafter. But all this 
time, I never once thought, Why was I born into 
the world? What is my bufinefs in it? Or where 
fhall 1 go, when this life is over? 

4. | was now faft bound with the chains of fin, filled 
with unholy defires, and as often as occafion offered, 
bringing them into practice. And J had not the leaft 
remorfe for any of the fins I was daily committing ; 
being as perfectly without God in the world, as the beatts 
that perifh. I now got into bad company, and by 
their advice and encouragement, ran into open wick- 
ednefs, gaming in particular, to the great difadvan- 
tage of my mafter, and the great forrow of my pa- 
rents. And yet I ftill had not the leaft compunétion, 
nor any more forrow for fin, than a, Ww ild afs’s colt. 

5. I began about this time to get into company with 
the foldiers that were in the town. And | frequently 
told my mother, that I had an inclination to go into 
the ariny. This troubled her much: and fhe often, 
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with tears, expoftulated with me concerning it. To 
keep me out of it, the ufed to fupply me with money. 
But this only enabled me to keep more company, and 
to run into all manner of fin. Several times fhe fetch- 
ed me away from my companions at night; but when- 
ever I could, [ ran away from her, Ba got to them 
again: and in this ungodly courfe 1 went on, till 1 was 
about nineteen years of age. 

6. One night I was in company with a neighbour’s 
fon, who had been in the army fome time, and was 
nw abfent from it upon a furlow, to fpend a few days 
with his friends. After we had been drinking ull 
about eleven o’clock, he afked me, Whether I would 
not lift? I immediately anfwered, I would, and he 
gave me three guineas, and a crown to drink his ma- 
jefty’s health : we continued drinking all the night. In 
the morning one came in that knew me, who went 
and told my mother. She came with one of my filters 
and took me home, and put me to bed. Afterwards 
fhe went and returned the money which I had receiv- 
ed, and, with a little more, bought me off. I then 
went home to my matter, who received me very kind- 
ly, and did not upbraid me with any thing that I had 
done. 

7- But all this made not the leaft impreffion upon 
me. I felt no gratitude either to God or man. About 

eight days after, as | was one morning going out with 
my bread, I met the ferjeant and two more foldiers, and 
told them I wanted to-lift. We went into an alehoufe 
together, and I received the money from them. I fent 
the bafket back to my matter, and immediately went 
two miles to the juftice’s to take the oath. About a 
fortnight after, I left Sheffield. All my friends were in 
tears ; but it made no impreflion on me: as I was not 
only fierce and paffionate, but alfo fullen and malici- 
ous, without any feeling of humanity. Inftead of weep- 


ing with thofe that wept, I even rejoiced i in their for- 
row. 
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8. Hence we marched for Edinburgh. We arrived 
there on the 15th of the November preceding the great 
froft. 1 was drafted into one of the companies that lay 
in the caftle: there my hardfhips began. ‘There were 
no barracks then, but we lay upon {traw in the vault, 
and throughout the winter had but one fire for feventy 
men. Through my own fin and folly, my little pay 
was foon gone; and generally two days in a week, 
‘Tuefday and Friday, being the days before the pay- 
days, I had little or nothing to eat. But even this, to- 
gether with hard duty, made. no manner of impretlion 
on my heart. Nay, I became more hardened, and add- 
ed profane fwearing to my other fins. From thence 
we marched to Glajgur v, where I feveral times heard 
thet dear fervant of God, Mr, Whitefield. But 1 had - 
no conception of what he faid, nor any defire to pro- 
fit by it. We next marched to Ayre, where a kind 
Providence watched over me for good. For I and two 
more wild fellows took a boat, and rowed down to- 
ward the fea. But we had not {kill to manage it, and 
the ebbing tide was carrying us down to the fea; when 
jut at che end of the Pity the boat gave a turn, and 
we cauzht hold of a poft. Here we held, till help 
came ; otherwile we had probably gone to the bottom 
of the fea, and to the bottomilefs pit at once, as. we 
were wll finning with a high-hand, drinking in iniquity 
ike water. 

9. From this place we marched to Perth, and 
there fome time. During cur flay, I paid my addrefl- 
es toa young woman. But though fhe loved me, | 
did not behave to her with that honour I fhould have 
done. Juil at that time, the old Highland regiment 
came to quarter at Pi 7% : and [was remanded to the 
other : we of the river, to a little village called Bridge- 
I: nd: the had fome relations in this regiment, to w hom 

fe told what Had pati-lpbetwe@m us” They fent for 
me, and fer iome time behaved ith a icy of kind- 
nee expecting ae I would: aepicm farther promiles 

f fulfilling my engages p Sat ia her. She was pre 
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‘fent at the fame time. Finding} did not in any wife 
anfwer their expectations, they began talking together 
in their own language, and, as I could not but obierve, 
with great warmth of fpirit. Though I did not, the 
underitood what they faid, and endeavoured to pacify 
them. A little after the rofe up, called me out, told 
me they were determined to kill me, and begged me, 
for God’s fake, to return with all {peed into my own 
quarters : I took her advice, and returned immediately. 
I came to town again the next market-day. They 
heard of it, and were in fearch of me, being fully de- 
termined upon revenge. But fhe tound me out firlt, 
informed me oc their fixed reloluticn to murder mic, 
and infifted on my crofling the water without delay. I 
ran to the water fide. A boat was jut going off, into 
which I ftept ; but before we were half over ‘the wat er, 
they came running down, with their fwords drawn, to 
the river fide. But they durit go no farther, there be- 
ing {trict orders that none fhould pafs the river. 

10. We marched from Perth to Edinburgh, and 
thence to Shields, in order to embark with the reft of 
th> army for Flanders. 1 had now been three years and 
a half in the army. We were eight days on our paflage, 
and landed at O/end, in Spring, 1743. Thence we 
marched to Ghent, where we'were joined by three re- 
giments more, to " ruard the King’s bageage and the 
army’s cloathing. ‘his was a long ‘and fa‘i icuing march, 
as well asa dangerous one. We had above four hun- 
dred waggons, with other carriages, and feveral pieces 
of cannon under our care; and “expected every day to 
be attacked by a part of the French army. So that we 
were obliged conftantly to march in order of battle, 
and had no fettled camp, till we came to the grand 
army, a few days after the battle of Dettingen. 

11. We then marched to the camp at Worms. There 
orders were read at the head of every regiment, That 
no foldier mutt be feen above a mile from the camp, up- 
om pain of death; which was to be executed immedi- 

- ately, without the form of a court-martial. But this did 
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not at all deter me. Although my life was in continual 
danger, I went on in the fame courfe all the campaign, 
neither fearing God, uor regarding man. One night 
in particular, as foon as we had pitched our tents, I fet 
out with fome of my comrades, to a little town which 
lay on the left of the camp. I was bufy in drinking, 
when the captain with a guard of horfe was coming to 
take us up, being appointed to feize upon all who were 
found out of the lines, and to hang up the firft man 
without delay. I looked back and faw the Captain and 
his guard, who had fhut all the gates. But I ran to the 
great gate, wherein was a wicket-door, which was only 
upon the latch. I flipt through, and before the gate 
could be opened for horfemen to follow me, 1 ran fome 
diftance from the town, and hid myfelf among the vines. 
There I lay till they were paft, and then got into the 
camp, juft as the roll was calling. 

12. After feveral marches, we came, toward the clofe 
of the year, to the camp near Spires. Before this, many 
grievous complaints had been made of our foldiers’ 
plundering the country. To prevent this, it was again 
proclaimed at the head of every regiment, That the 
captain with his guard would be out every night, 
and had exprefs orders, immediately to hang up the firft 
man that he took. 1 was clofe to the officer who read 
this ; and to fhew how little we regarded it, as foon as 
he was goue to his tent, I and ten more of our regi- 
ment fet out to plunder. We went to a village about 
two miles from the camp, to fearch for money, but 
could find none: however, we faw four bullocks, which 
we drove away before us. One of our officers met me, 
and afked whofe they were? I told him they were fome 
that we had bought : he faid, very well, and went away. 


We fold three of them, and killed the other. The next 


day the poor people came to the camp, and found the 
three which we had fold. They made their complaint 
to the commanding officer, who immediately gave or- 
ders to apprehend us. But that very morning: I had 
been fent to fome diltance from the camp, on an out- 





a 


AN ACCOUNT OF THE DEATH oF, &Xc. 31 


party: fo the good providence of God, though I knew 
him not, c-:e more preferved me from a fhameful 
death. 

13. Orders now came for our marching into Flan- 
ders, in which long march nothing material happened. 
The Englifh army quartered in Bruges and Ghent: our 
regiment was in Ghent ; where we had cold lodging, 
little fire, and hard duty. I lay here three months, 
ftill continuing in my ignorance and rebellion agdain{t 
God. Mean time I had many forrowful letters from 
my dear mother, with frequent little fupplies of mo- 
ney. All the next fummer we lay quite inactive, only 
plundering all the country. When I look back on thofe 
times, | know not which to admire moft, God’s good- 
nefs or my own wickednefs : to complete which, I was 
now engaged with a negro-man’s wife, who was paffi- 
onately fond of me. But what .is too hard for God ? 
I was now about twenty-five years old: and had never 
yet once faid, with any real defire, “* Lord have mer 
upon me!”’ But better days were at hand. The man- 
ner of God’s bringing me out of the horrible pit va am 
next to relate. 


[To be continued. | 


ED —— 
A fhort Account of the Death of Mr. Ricuarp Boarpman. 


UNDAY, September 29th, Mr. Boardman, besides 
been about eleven days at Cork, was going out to 
toate when as he was walking, he was fuddenly ftruck 
biind, fo that he could not find the ways till ome of 
our friends met him and took him by the hand: foon 
after he ‘cemed to recover himfelf, and fat d down to 
dinner. Bui quickly after, he had a ki id of fit, where- 
in he was deprived both of {peech and of widerftand- 
com, and had one ot his fides ttrongly contraéted: yet 
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after a few hours, he was pretty well. A phyfician 
was called in, who termed it 2 nervous C¥ emper, and 
did not think there was any danger. On Monday he 
feemed to be perfectly well, and preached both on that 
and the following evenings. In the mean time his mind 
was calm and ferene, and no way anxious about life or 
death. On Friday morning he appeared quite ealy, 
and met the people at the hour of interceffion. When 
it was obferved, that he had a very uncommon degree 
of freedom and power with God. After the intercef- 
fion, he went, about three in the aiternoon, to dine in 
Blarney-lane. As he was walking, his wife obferved 
him to falter in his fpeech, and defired him to return. 
But he would not comply. As foon as he came into 
the houfe, he funk down infenfible. He was brought 
homie in a carriage, and two phyficians were fent for. 
They both declared, it was an apopleétic fit, and that 
there was no poflibility of helping him. It continued 
till nine in the evening. He then expired in the arms 
of two of his brethren, and in the prefence of many 
who commended him to God, with forrowful hearts 
and weeping eycs. 

The Sunday morning before his death, he preached 
from, Though he flay me, yet will I truft in him. Vt was 
a folemn meeting : a reverential awe filled the hearts 
of the congregation. In his laft prayer, on Friday, at 
the interceffion, he prayed fervently for the people; and 
begged that if this ‘was their laft meeting in this world, 
they might have a happy meeting in the realms of 
light. When he was leaving Limerick, he told Mrs. 
Boardman that he fhould die in Cork. But he {poke it 
without the leaft concern, as knowing in whom he had 
believed. Mr. ?¢wdall preached his funeral fermen, 
on, Bleffed are the dead which die in the Lord: 1 think 
to as larce a congregation as ever I faw in the room at 


Cork. 
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Above fifty Years ago I met with a remarkable Account, intitled, 
Tur Seconn Srira. I a an Extraét from it. ] J. W. 


A Narrative of the Death of the Hon. ¥r. Nt, 
Son to the late -———. 


T fixteen he -vas fent to the univerfity of ———-, 
where he continued five years, and behaved {o 
agreeably to his religious education, that he was look- 
ed upon as a blefling and an ornament to his family. 
At twenty-one he came to town, and entered hinafelf 
at, to ftudy the law. 

His new acquaintance began to rally him for his re- 
ligion: to whom he would fay, “* Gentlemen, you, 
who pretend to reafon, cannot think laughter a conclu. 
five argument. If religion be fo abfurd as you would 
have me believe, why do not you give fome fair reafons 


againit it?’ This, fome of them would attempt, and. 


though their argument at firft was as unfucceisful as 
their raillery ; yet the poifon funk by degrees, and at 
laft tainted him as deeply as themfelves. He was adopt- 
ed into their fociety, which met to lay down rules for 
being fo critically wicked, that the law fhould not be 
able to take hold of them. 

He ftill kept a fair correfpondence with his friends, 
and in ftrange places was fober and referved. But in 
fecret, and among his acquaintance, as wicked as good- 
parts, abundance of temptations, and a fair eltate, 
enabled him to be. 

On Nov. 30, 1692, he was taken ill, and found, 
notwithftanding all his precautions, he had not yet 
thogk off the expectation of another life. This made 
him throw himfelf upon his bed, and break out into 
thefe expreflions ; “* Whence this war in my brealt? 
What argument is there now to aflift me againft matter 
of fact? Do I affert that there is.no hell, while I feel 
one in my bofom? Am I certain there is no after- 
retribution, when I feel a prefent judgment? Do | af- 
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firm.my foul to be’as mortal as my body, when this 
hacia and that is as vigorous as ever? O that any 
one could reftore to me my ancient innocence! Wretch 
that | am, whither fhall I fly from this breaft? What 
will become of me ?” 

One of his old companions now coming in faid, * How 
now, brother? Why this melancholy look and pofture ? 
What is the matter?” “ The matter? replied he; it is 
you, and your companions, who have inftilled your prin- 
ciples into me, which now, when L have mott need of 
them, leave me in confufion and defpair ! What comfort 
have you now to fortify me with, againft the fearful ex- 
pectation of another life? Are you certain that the foul is 
material and mortal, and that it will diffolve with the bo- 
dy?” So certain, replied the other, that I venture my 
whole upon it. Here | interrupted them by coming into 
the room; and applying myfelf to the fick perfon, told 
him that I was a ftranger to him, but hearing of his ill- 
nefs, I thought it my duty to offer him what fervice ] 
was capable of. * I thank you, faid he, and would de- 
fire you to engage that gentleman who fits there, and 
prove to him that the foul is not matter nor mortal.’’ 

That, ‘faid I, is eafily proved. Matter is univerfally al- 
lowed to be indifferent to motion or reft: that if it be 
in reft, it will reft to all eternity, unlefs fomething elfe 
moves it; and if it be in motion, it will eternally move, 
unlefs fomething elfe {tops it. Now, you who think the 
foul matter, fay, that it firit moves the animal {pirits, 
they the nerves, thefe the himbe. But to fay this, is to 
fay that matter moves itfelf, which is abfurd. ‘There- 
fore the foul is not matter, and confequently not liable 
to be difflolved as matter is.’ 

. The fick gentleman aniwered only with a groan, 
whilft his friend made hafte out of the room. I was 
furprifed, and defired to know the reafon of his difcon- 
tent. ‘* Alas, fir, faid he, you have undeceived me 
now it is too late: I was afraid of nothing fo much as 
the immortality of the foul. Now you have affured 
me of that, you have afcertained me of a hell, and a 
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portion among thofe who have apoftatized from their 
religion. You have now fealed my damnati@h, by giv- 
ing me an earneft of it; I mean, an awakened con- 
fcience, that brings my fins to my remembrance, b 
reckoning up the numerous catalogue, for which | ier 
go and give account. O apoftate wretch! from what 
hopes art thou fallen! O that I had never known what 
religion was! Then I had never denied my Saviour, 
nor been fo black an heir of perdition.” I ftood {peech- 
lefs for fome time; “but fo foon as I could recolieét my- 
felf, faid, Sir, 1 would defire you would take care how 
you violate the mercy of God, and think fo flight of 
the fufferings of Chrift, as if they were not futhicient 
for the redemption of the greateft finner. This may 
be a delufion of the devil. If you are convinced the 
foul is immortal, 1 hope it is for a good end. Now 
you have fome time to prepare for your eterna! welfare. 
To which he replied, “ As to the mercies of God in 
Chrift, I once knew and tafted what they are: which 
is now my prefent curfe, in that | am now fenfible: of 
my lofs. They are, 1 grant you, fufficient for thofe 
who have any fhare in them. But what is that te me, 
who have denied Chrift ? who have daily crucified him 
afrefh, and put him to an open fhame? ‘The devil has 
nothing to do with the torture I undergo. It is no de- 
lufion of his, but the juft judgment of Ged. And 
you have given me fenfible horror of my fins, by prov- 
ing my foul immortal. Had I gone ftrait to hell in my 
old opinion, [ had endured but one hell, whereas | 
now feel two: I mean, not only an inexpreflible tor- 
ture which I carry in my breaft, but an expectation of 
I know not what change. O that I was in hell, that 
1 might feel the worft! And yet I dread to dic, becaufe 
the wort will never have an end.” 

All chis he fpoke with fo much eagernefs, as is fearce 
to be imagined. He was now got to bed, refufing all 
fuitenance, and exceedingly fweating through the ex- 
tremity of his torments. Before 1 took my leave, I de- 
fired to pray by him, which, with much reluctance, he 














a 
<n 


eee 





36 THE SECOND SPIRA. 


confented to. In the mid{t of prayer, he groaned ex- 
tremely, tofling himfelf as if he was in’ the agonies of 
death. When prayer was over, | afked him the reafon 
of it. He anfwered, ** As the damned in hell, who 
lift up their eyes in torments, and behold afar off the 
faints in Abraham’s bofom, have their torments there- 
by doubled, firft, by reflecting on the mifery they are 
in ; “and fec ndly, by obferving the happinefs they have 
lott; ; fol, knowing myfelf to ‘be hardened, and fealed 
unto damnation, hearing the prayers of the righteous, 

to which God’s ears are always open—this increales 
my torment, to think | am excluded from fuch a _pri- 
vilege, and have no portion left me, but weeping; wail- 
ing, and gnafhing of teeth for ever.”? Pray. dir, faid 
i, confider there is a vaft difference between you and 
thofe that are in hell. They are loft irrecoverably*for 
ever, without any hope of pardon: you are yet alive, 
and have promifes belonging to you in common with 
other finners: Chrift died for finners, and God has 
fworn by himfelf, “¢ I delight not in the death of a fin- 
ner, but would rather that he turn from his wickednefs 
and live.” He replied with his ufual earneftnefs, “ I 
will grant there is as much difference between me and 
thofe that are in hell, as between a common devil and 
a devil incarnate. If thefe are irrecoverably loft, with- 
out oppertunity of reprieve, or hopes of pardon, and 
I am yet alive, O, what then! what is the confequence : 

Not that the premifes belong, in common, to me with 
other finners; nor to any finners but fuch as believe 
and repent. If Chrift died for finners, it was for fuch 
as repent and believe. But though I would, I can do 

neither; I have outfkoo d my day of grace, and am 
hardened and reprobated. fi Ged’ delights not in the 
death of finners, it is fuch finners as repent and turn 
tohim. But his juftice will vindicate itfelf on fuch 
obftinate finners as me, who have denied his power and 
providence, beth in my words and actions. Now lh 
has met with me for it, and O! it is a fearful thing to 
fall into the hands of the livine God. If Ged was not 
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againft me, I fhould not value, though all the power 
and malice of men joined to engage me: though all 
the legions of hell contrived to torture me with the 
moft confuming pains; but when an irreconcilable God 
looks down upon his creature in wrath, and configns 
him over to eternal vengeance ; this is intolerable! in- 
expreflible! Ah! who can dwell with everlafting burn- 
ings! O ye that have any hope, that have not yet 
pafled your day of grace, cry mightily to God, day 
and night; think no labour too much to fecure you 
from the wrath of God. O! who can ftand before 
him when he is angry! What -ftubble can refift that 
confuming fire ! 
[To be continued. } 


eh i s — 


A remarkable Account of two Brothers, extracted from 
Linfghoten’s Voyages. 


N the fixteenth century, the Portuguefe carracks 

failed from Li/bon to Goa. ‘There were no lefs than 
twelve hundred fouls on board one of thefe veflels. 
The beginning of their voyage was profperous ; they 
had doubled the Cape of Good-Hope, and were iteering 
their courfe north-eaft, to the great continent of India, 
when fome gentlemen on board, who having ftudied 
geography and navigation, found, in the latitude they 
were then in, a large ridge of rocks laid down in their 
fea-charts. They no fooner made this difcovery, than 
they acquainted the captain of the fhip with it, defiring 
him to communicate the fame to the pilot, which re- 
queft he immediately granted, recommending him to 
lay by in the night, afd flacken fail by day, until they 
fhould be paft the danger. It is a cuftom always among 
the Portuguefe abfolutely to commit the failing part, or 
the navigation of the veffel to the pilot, who is an- 
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{werable, with his head, for the fafe-conduct or carri- 
age of the king’s thips, ©: chofe that belong to private 
traders; and he is under no manner of direction from 
the captain, who commands in every other refpect. 
The pilot being a felf-fufficient man, took it as an af- 
front to be taught his art, and, inftead of complying 
with the captain’s requeft, actually crowded more fail. 
They had not failed many hours, before the fhip ftruck 
upon a rock. In this diftrefs the captain ordered the 
pinnace to be launched ; into which, having tofled a 
fmall quantity of bifcuit, and fome boxes of marmalade, 
he jumped in himfelf with nineteen others, who, with 
their fwords, prevented the coming in of any more, 
left the boat fhould fink. In this condition they put 
off into the great Indian ocean, without a compafs to 
fteer by, or any frefh water but what might happen to 
fall from the heavens, whofe mercy alone could deliver 
them. 

After they had rowed to and fro for four days, the 
captain died: this added, if poffible, to their mifery, 
for as they now fell into confufion, every one would go- 
vern and none would obey. This obliged them to e- 
Jeét one of their own company to command them, 
whofe orders they implicitly agreed to follow. This 
perfon propofed to draw lots, and to caft every fourth 
man overboard, as their fmall ftock of provifion was 
not fuflicient to fuftain life above three days longer. 
They were now nineteen perfons in all: in this num- 
ber were a friar and a carpenter, both of whom they 
would exempt, as one was ufeful to abfolve and com- 
fort them in their laft extremity, and the other to re- 
pair the pinnace, in cafe of a leak or other accident. 
‘Lhe fame compliment they paid to their new captain, 
he being the odd man, and his life of much confe- 
quence. . He refufed their indulgence a great while ; 
but at laft they obliged him to acquiefce, fo that there . 
were four to die out of fixteen. 

The three firft, after having confeffe@, and received 
abfolution, fubmitted to their fate. The fourth was a 
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Portuguefe gentleman that had a younger brother in 
the boat, who feeing him about to be thrown over- 
board, moft tenderly embraced him, and with tears in 
his eyes, befought him to let him die in his room, 
telling him that he had a wife and children at Goa, 
befides the care of three fifters ;—that as for himfelf, 
he was fingle, and his life of no great importance: 
he, therefore, conjured him to fuffer him to fupply his 
place. The elder brother, aftonifhed with this genero- 
fity, replied, That fince the Divine Providence had 
appointed him to fuffer, it would be wicked to permit 
any other to die for him; efpecially a brother to whom 
he was fo infinitely obliged. The younger would take 
no denial; but throwing himfelf on his knees, held his 
brother fo faft that the company could not difengage 
them. Thus they difputed for awhile, the elder bro- 
ther bidding him be a father to his children, and re- 
commended his wife to his protection, and as he would 
inherit his eftate, to take care of their common filters; 
but all he faid could not make the younger’ defift. At laft 
the elder brother acquiefced, and fuffered* the gallamt 
youth to fupply his place, who being caft into the fea; 
and a good fwimmer, foon got to the {tern of the pin- 
nace, and laid hold of the rudder with his right hand, 
which being perceived by one of the failors, he cut off 
the hand with his {word : then dropping into the fea, he 
frequently caught hold again with his left, which re- 
ceived the fame fate. Thus difmembered of both 
hands, he made a fhift to keep himfelf above water 
with his feet'and two ftumps, which he held bleeding 
upwards. 

This fpectacle fo raifed the pity of the whole compa. 
ny, that they cried out, He is but one man! let us en- 
deavour to fave his life! and he was accordingly taken 
into the boat, where he had his {lumps bound up as 
well as the place and circumftances would permit, 
They rowed all that night, and the next morning, 
when the fun gofe, as if heaven would reward the cal- 
lantry and piety of this young man, they defened 
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land, which proved to be the mountains of Mozame 
bique, in Africa, not far from a Portuguefe colony. 
There they all fafely arrived, where they remained un- 
til the next fhip from Li ifbon pailed by, and carried 
them to Goa. 

At that city, Linfchoten, a writer of good credit, ,af- 
fured us, that he himfelf faw them land, fupped with 
the two brothers that very night, beheld the younger 
with his ftumps, and had the ftory from both their 
mouths, as well as from the reft of the company. 


+ «>>. —___—— 


A moft remarkable Srorr. 


GOLINO, a Florentine count, in a poem of 

Dante’s, gives the following defcription of his 

being imprifoned, with his children, by the archbifhop 
of, Ruggiari. 

“ The hour approached when we expeéted to have 
fomething brought us to eat. But inftead of feeing any 
food appear, I heard the doors of that horrible dun- 
geon more clofely barred. I beheld my little children 
im filence, and could not weep. My heart was petrifi- 
ed! The little wretches wept, and my dear Anfelm 
faid, Tu guardi fi, padre: che hai? father, you look on 
us! what ails you? 1 covld neither weep nor anfwer, 
and continued fwallowed up in filent agony all that 
day and the following night, even to the dawn of day. 
As foon as the glimmering ray darted through the 
doleful prifon, that I could view again thofe four faces, 
in which my own image was imprefled, I gnawed both 
my hands with grief and rage. My chiléren believing 
I did this through eagernefs to eat, faid to me, My fa- 
ther! our torments would be lefs, if you would allay 
the rage of your hunger upon us. We were all mute 
that day and the following. Quel di, e “Paliro, flemm 
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tutti muti. ‘The fourth day being come, Gaddo falling 
extended at my feet, cried, Padre mio, che non m ajuti / 
My father, why do you not help me? and died. ‘The 
other three expired, one after the other, between the 
fifth and fixth day, famifhed as thou feet me now! 
And I, being feized with blindnefs, began to grope 
upon them with my hands and feet; and continued 
calling them by their names three days after they wer 
dead. E tre di li chiamai psiche fur morti: then hunger 
vanguifbed my grief. 
There is a moft ftriking picture of this im the duke 
of Dorfet’s collection of pictures at Nore, near Sevenoaks. 
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Letters. 


DeBrtterk £ 
[From Mrs. Elizabeth Jackfon to the Rev. Mr. Wefley.] 


' | April 19th, 1765. 
Rev. and dear Sir, . 


















“HE goodnefs of God conftrains me to let you 

know, that he continues his favour. But I have 
Deen greatly exercifed in the world, and hedged in as 
with thorns on ev ery fide. O! what is it to be prepared { 
For fome months paft, I have not had opportunity, no, 
not from morning to night, to go to my knees: yet 
unwearied I my way purlue, “ Careful without care I 
am, nor feel my happy toil.” While my hands are 
employed im the world, the power of God works ef- 
fectually in my foul. When I meet with oppofition, 
it. tens my joys: my foul is lait and fwallowed up 
in God. I never find darknefs for one moment; but 
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walk in the light as he is in the light. ‘This ftill is the 
day ; I look not for another: my heart is now filled 
with praife and thankfyiving. He has fatisfied me with 
his loving kindnefs, and my heart now ftands open to 
receive all that God will give. In every breath I draw, 

I find my grace renewed : the grace of God employ ed 
and improv ied. E very moment is to me as it were my 
lait: I find nothing left undone: Iam ready. This 
has been the language of my foul almoft thefe fix years; 

it is unto me even as I will. God multiplies his blef- 
fings upon me, and carries on his work with power. 
But what he has already given me makes me perfectly 
happy. God has granted me my heart’s defire, and 
filled me with all his fulnefs of love. My foul is al- 
ways on the wing for glory: L-only wait a fummons. 
I could die with more joy, than lay me down to fleep. 
For my fong is now, ‘The victory is won! I have full 
redemption i in the blood of Chriit. My foul is now all 
of a piece, ftedfaft and immoveable. To know that 
we are made holy in all manner of converfation, that 
all we {peak and ‘do is holinefs unto the Lord, brings a 
peace no tongue can exprefs. But when I fpeak thus, 
few can comprehend me. They fay, ** Then you want 
no more.” Yes, I want a fupply of faith from mo- 
ment to moment.- I want Chrift as much as ever. 
Should he withdraw his.power from me, I| fhould ceafe 
to piaifle him. For I have no works whereof to boatt. 
I am the weakeft of all faints. Yet glory be to God, 
I live not, but Chrift t liveth in me. O may the Lord de. 
{troy all unbelief in every heart: then will there be no 
occafion of flumbling. If there be any thing in this 
you dilapprove, I am open to conviction. 


] ain your affectionate filter in Chrift, 


ELIZABETH JACKSON 








LETTERS. 
LETTER i 
[From the Rev. Mr. Wefley to Lady ———] 


"60. 


March 18th, 17 


My Lady, 


T was impoffible to’fee the diflrefs, into which your 

ladyfhip was thrown, by the late unhappy affair, 
without bearing a paft of it, without fympathizing with 
you. But may we not fee God therein? May we'not 
both hear and underftand his voice? We mutt allow it 
is generally “ fmall and ftill:” yet fometimes he {peaks 
in the whirlwind, Permit me to {peak to your ladythip 
with all freedom; not as to a perion of quality, but as 
to a creature whom the Almighty made for himfelf, 
and one that is, in a few days, to appear before him. 

You were not only a nominal, but a,real Chriftian. 
You ta/?cd of the powers of the world to come. You 
knew God the Father had accepted vou, through his 
eternal Son. And God the Spirit bore witnels with 
your fpirit, that you were a child of God. 

But you fell among thieves, and fuch as were pecu- 
liarly qualified to rob you of your God. Two of thele, 
in particular, were fenfible, learned, well- bred, w ell. 

natured, moral men. ‘Thefe did not ailault you ina 
rough, abrupt, offenfive manner. No, you would then 
have armed yourfelf againft them, and have repelled al! 
oy attacks. But by foft, idiitate. unobferved touch- 
» by pleafing | ftrokes of raillery, by infinuations, ra- 
sha than furly arguments, they by little and little fap- 
ped the foundation of your faith: perhaps, not ouly 
of your Jiving faith, your * evidence of things not 
feen,” but even of your notional. It is well if they left 
you fo much as an affent to the bible, or a belief that 
Chrift is God over all! And what was the confe equence 
of this? Did not your love of God grow cold? Did 
not you “ meafure back your fteps to earth again?” 
Did not Yer love of the world revive? Even of thofe 
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oor, low trifles, which in your very childheod you ut- 
terly detpifed : P 
Where are you now? Full of faith? Looking into 
the Holie tt, and feeing Him that is invifible ? Does your 
heart now glow with love to Him, who is daily pour- 
ing his benefits upon you? Do you now even defire it? 
Do you now fay (as you did almoft twenty years ago) 


Keep me dead to all below, 
Only Chrilt refolv’d to know ! 
Firm, and difengayg’d, and free, 


Seeking all my blifs in Thee ? 


Is your tafte now for heavenly things? Are not you a 
lover of pleafure, more than a lover of God? And O! 
what pleaiure? What is the pleafure of vifiting? Of 
modern converfation? Is there any more reafon than 
religion in it? I wonder, what rational appetite does it 
ratify? Setting religion quite out of the queftion, I 
cannot conceive, how a woman of fenfe can—reli/h, 
fhould I fay? No, but /ifer fo infipid an entertainment, 
O that the time paft may fuffice? Is it not now high 
time, that you fhould awake out of fleep? Now God 
calls aloud! My dear lady, now hear the voice of the 
Son of God and live! The trouble in which your ten- 
der parent is now involved, may reftore all that rever- 
ence for her, which could not but be a little impaired, 
while you fuppofed fhe was ** righteous over-much.” 
O how admirably does God lay hold of, and * {trength- 
en the things that remain in you?” Your gratitude, 
your humane temper ; your g enerofity ; your hiial ten- 
dernefs? And why is this, but to improve every right 
temper, to free you from all that is irrational or unho- 
ly, to make you all that you were, yea, all that you 
foould be ; to restore you to the whole image of God! 
lam, mv lady yours, &c 


5 ~* 





J. WESLEY. 









LETTERS. 
LETTER II. 


[From the Rev. Mr. Wefley, to Mr. Hofmer.] 


Newcalile, upon Tyne, June 7, 1761. 














- My dear Brother, 


Apprehend, if you will give another careful reading 
[ to thoie four pages, 244—247, you will find all 
your objections anticipated or anfwered. However, I 
do not think much of anfwering them over again. 
Your words are, 

You fay, ** A miftake is not a fin, if love is the fole 
principle of action. Yet itis a tranfgreflion of the per- 
fec? law.”” heretore perfec? love is not the perfect law. ' 
Moft fure. For by the perfec? law, | mean, that given 
to Adam at his creation. But, ‘‘ the loving God with 
all his heart,”’ was not the whale of that law: it implied 
abundantly more: even thinking, /peaking, and acting 
right Mm every My which he was then able, and, 
therefore, obliged to do. But none of his defcendants 
are able to do ‘this. Therefore love is the fulfilling of 
their law. 

Perhaps you had not adverted to this. . The law of 
love, which is the whole Jaw given to us, is only one 
branch of that perfic?t law, which was given to Adam 
in the beginning. His law was far wider than ours, as 
his faculties were more extenfive. Confequently, ma- 
ny things might be tranfgreilions of the latter, which 
were not of the former. : 

“¢ But if ignorance be a tranfgreflion of the pertedt Pts 
law’ *__Whoev er faid or tho sucht fo? Ignorance Is not: 
but miffake is. And this Adam was able to avoid : that 
kind of ignorance which was in him not conttraining 
him to miltake, as ours trequently does. - 

*¢ But is ¢ A voluntary tranfereilion of a known law’, 
a proper definition of fin!” 1 think it is, of alPdach 
fin as is imputed to cur condemnation. And it is.a 
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definition which has paft uncenfured in the church, for 
at leaft fifteen hundred years. 
To propofe any objections that naturally arife, is 
right: but beware you do not /cek objections. If you 
once begin this, you will never have done. Indeed this 
whole affair is a firife of words. Vhe thing is plain. 
All in the body are liable to miftakes, practical as well 
as fpeculative. Shall we ca// them_/is or no? I anfwer 
again and again, Ca// them juft what you pleafe. 


JOHN WESLEY. 


ed 


ee SS FI 
Poetry. 


Dawgreen, near Wakefield, Feb. 28th, 1781 


The following Lines contain a plain Matter of Fact, juft 


as it Was. 


HERE Humber pours her rich commercial 
ftream, 
There dwelt a wretch, who liv’d—but to blafpheme! 
In fubterraneous caves his life he led, 
Black as the mine in which he wrought for bread ; 
When on a dav, emerging from the “deep, 
A fabbath-day (fach fabl baths: thoufands keep ;) 
The wages of his weckly toil he bore, 
To buy a cock, w hofe blood might win him mote ; 
As if the nobl’f{t of the feather’ d kind, 
Were but for battle, and for death defign’d ! 
As if the confecrated hours were meant 
For fport, to minds on cruelty intent. 


It chane’d ({uch chances Providence obey) 
He met a fellow-lab’rer on the way ; 
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Whofe heart the fame defires had once inflam’d, 
But now the favage temper was reclaim’d: 
Perfuafion on his ‘lips had taken place, 
(For all plead well, who plead the caufe of grace.) 
His iron heart with fcripture he aflail’d, 
Woo’d him to hear a fermon, and prevail’d. 
His faithful bow the mighty preacher drew, 
Swift as the lightning’s glimpfe the arrows flew, 
The finner, trembling, caft his eyes around, 
To find a worfe than him; but none he found. 
He felt his fins, and wousler’ d he fhould fee} : 

Grace made the wound, and only grace could heal. 
Now, farewell oaths, and blafphemies, and lies, 
He quits the finner’s for the martyr’s prize. 

‘hat holy day was wafh’d with many a tear, 
Gilded with hope, yet fhaded too by fear. 

















The next, his fwarthy brethren of the mine, 
Learn’d trom his alter’d lips the change divine : 
-Laugh’d, where they fhould have wept, and fwore the 
da 
Was nik, when he would fwear as faft as they : 
“No (faid the penitent) fuch words fhall thare 
This breath no more, henceforth employ’d in pray’r. 
Oh! if Thou feeft! (thine eye the future fees) 
That I fhall yet again blafpheme like thefe, - + 
Now itrike me to the ground on which I kneel, 
I’er yet this heart relapfes into fteel : 
Now take me to that heaven I once defy’d ; 
‘Thy prefence; thy embrace.’’—He fpake! He dy’d.— 


Short was the time allotted him to run, 
Juft enter’d in the lifts he gin "d the crown, 
His pr ay’r {carce ended, e’er his praife begun. 
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On PREACHING. 


[By Dr. Byrom. ] 


HE fpecious fermons of a /earned man, 
Are little elfe but /la/hes in the pan ; 
The mere harranguing (upon what they call 
Morality) is powder without ball : 
But he who preaches with a chriftian grace, 
Fires at our vices, and the /hot takes place. 





A SHORT HYMN. 


. 


‘ 
Rev. iii. 18. J counfel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, &e 


LADLY I take thy love’s advice, 
While without money, without price, 

I come thy grace to buy ; 
Faith is the golden bullion pure, 
Which can the fi’ry teft endure, 

And all my wants fupply. 
I come to buy that richeft drefs, 
The faints’ unfpotted holinefs, 

The cov’ring from above ; 
To fwallow up mv finful fhame, 
Whate’er I have, whate’er I am, 

In purity of love. 








Captain ’s Excufe for not fighting a Duel. 


Wn. ! you’re afraid then? —Yes, lam; you’re 
I am afraid to fia, but not to fAght. Tright : ; 

My country claims my fervice ; but no law 

Bids me in folly’s caufe my etiil to draw. 


J fear not man nor devil, but, though odd, 
I’in not afham’d to own, | feat my God. 





